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School Writing as Punishment
Give Me 1000 Words on

First of all, | should point out that the topic of why you
should not talk during a fire drill is such a large and
complex topic that | cannot do full justice to it in only one
thousand words. In only one thousand words, | will only
be able to scratch the surface of this very interesting topic
which has so many important and sensitive aspects.
There certainly is a great deal to be said about why a
person should not talk during a fire drill, even when
everybody knows it is just a drill and even if there is not a
teacher talking to us at the time.

—NMark Halliday
“One Thousand Words on Why You Shouldn’t Talk
During a Fire Drill”









Choose a Path...
Level Up...
Learn to Write!

Provide realistic contexts for engaging full range
of literate practice (reading, writing, review,
revision, critical reflection) across genres

Example: Entry Level Path of Government
Task: write a fundraising letter



An MMORPG
In a Contemporary, Urban Setting

 Paths: Government, Arts & Entertainment,
Science & Technology, Journalism

« Writing tasks are subordinated to social
and personal goals, but success in literacy
skill building is the way to win the game



Social Networking Environment
Drives Writing Assessment

Social Networking Environment Allows Us to
Account for the Whole Writing Process

* Viewing, Reading, Rating/Reviewing, Drafting,
Revising

Game functions as a “Textual Economy”
Simulation

« Embedded problem, Modes, media, genres, Circulation,
Reception



motivation: embedded problem




modes, media, genres















An Alternative Learning Environment
for Advanced Writing Skills

« Acknowledge Literacy Learning as a Lifelong
Proposition

« Supplement Classroom-Based Instruction

« Engage the Born Digital Generation



Opportunity: Michigan 8th Graders

Why 8th grade”?




Rules of the Game:
MDE ELA Standards

“All students will focus on meaning and
communication as they listen, speak, view, read,
and write in personal, social, occupational, and
civic contexts.”

Students Will...

“W.PR.08.01 set a purpose, consider audience,
and replicate authors’ styles and patterns when
writing a narrative or informational piece.”






problem audience material collabor- repro. & assessment
resources ators distribution
trad grade indeterminate, computer, none, peer | print paper, grade
writing ambiguous, MS Word reviewers hand to
class: instructor, teacher
classmates
paper
non-| need $ & specific set of desktop writers, printers did the
profit | participa- overlapping publishing designers, (color ink, organization
org: tion groups app., photo- cardstock, get $ &
graphics graphers offset participation?
brochure apps, photo sub- printers)
archives, committee | direct mail,
$ , cameras, officers, retailers,
color full group street
printers, corners

scanners




